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The importance of probability can only be derived from the
judgment that it is rational to be guided by it in action ; and a
practical dependence on it can only be justified by a judgment
that in action we ougH to act to take some account of it. It is
for this reason that probability is to us the " guide of life/* since
to us, as Locke says, " in the greatest part of our concernment,
God has afforded only the Twilight, as I may so say, of Prob-
ability, suitable, I presume, to that state of Mediocrity and
Probationership He has been pleased to place us in here."